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Bus and coach industry news

Date: 9 October 2006                                     Number: 4407                               Release: Now
Further growth for heavy buses above 8.5t
· Rolling year total at 12,218, down 1.7 per cent on the same period last year.

· September bus and coach registrations at 1,290 units, down 22.3 per cent.

· Healthy monthly registrations for heavy buses also reflected in YTD totals.
‘September heavy bus and coach registrations were very encouraging,’ said Christopher Macgowan, SMMT Chief Executive. ‘Heavy buses, particularly double deckers, continue to exceed expectations and helped to support weaker mini and medium bus registrations.   Heavy coaches over 16t again showed consistent growth and, as predicted, the introduction of the new Euro 4 standard caused little distortion to overall bus and coach figures.’

The rolling year total for bus and coach registrations was 12,218 units, down 1.7 per cent on September 2005.   Despite a slight downturn recently, the 2006 annual total should be close to 12,500 units. 
Mini bus registrations to 3.5t dropped over a third this September compared to the month in 2005.   Mini bus registrations dropped 29 per cent over the previous three months, in line with the general trend.   By contrast, registrations for the year are now 3,873 units, down only 4.8 per cent on 2005, thanks to some growth in the second quarter of the year.
Heavy single deck (above 8.5t) and double deck bus registrations grew in the year to September against a backdrop of weaker registrations for lighter buses.   Single deck buses above 16t are up over the previous three and six months 72.4 and 9.7 per cent respectively.   Double deck bus registrations are up 64.9 and 23.4 per cent over the previous three and six months.
Total coach registrations for the year to September are up 1.8 per cent to 952,   Heavy coach registrations above 16t maintained the coach segment’s growth - up 12.6 per cent for the year-to-date at 821 units.   Coach registrations between 3.5 and 16t are down 36.4 per cent for the year to date.   The combined rolling year figure for coaches remains stable at close to 1,100 units.
The following table and charts give more details of annual trends by gross vehicle weight.

If you have any questions, please call Robin Dickeson on +44(0)2 073 449 222

Mobile +44 (0)7 974 435 641    E-mail:   rdickeson@smmt.co.uk

September 2006 bus and coach registration data
	New bus and coach registrations in the United Kingdom – 2006

	
	September
	% change*
	YTD 2006
	% change*
	Rolling year

at September  2006

	Total buses and coaches
	1,290
	- 22.3%
	9,306
	- 2.9%
	12,218

	Buses above 8.5t
	363
	23.1%
	2,335
	15.9%
	3,208

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Single-deck buses:
	
	
	
	
	

	minibuses to 3.5t
	489
	- 33.8%
	3,873
	- 4.8%
	5,193

	3.5 – 8.5t
	350
	- 32.4%
	2,146
	- 16.5%
	2,683

	8.5 – 16t
	147
	22.5%
	970
	11.5%
	1,235

	16t +
	86
	21.1%
	650
	21.3%
	925

	Single-deck buses total
	1,072
	- 26.0%
	7,639
	- 5.0%
	10,036

	16t + double-deck buses
	130
	25.0%
	715
	17.4%
	1,048

	All buses
	1,202
	- 22.6%
	8,354
	- 3.4%
	11,084

	All coaches
	88
	- 18.5%
	952
	1.8%
	1,134

	Coaches 3.5 – 16t
	20
	- 41.2%
	131
	- 36.4%
	171

	Coaches 16t+
	68
	- 8.1%
	821
	12.6%
	963


The statistics in the above table are based on all vehicles registered in the UK with a bus and coach body.   The data covers all vehicles, from minibuses to double-deck buses and coaches.

Notes

Source: SMMT MVRIS Reports (NR3-BC)
*NB: Percentage changes are on the same period a year before
YTD: Year-to-date

Key annual trends in the UK bus and coach new registration markets

Annual trends – calendar year totals for 2003 to 2005 and 

12 month moving totals for months from December 2002 to date
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SDBuses: Single-deck buses

DDBuses: Double-deck buses

Analysis based on SMMT’s MVRIS – 

Bus and coach report NR3B&C
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